· Dear Edgemont Resident,

You may have heard that there has been a rash of burglaries and attempted burglaries in the Edgemont section of the township over the past several months. Since October 1st there have been 7 residential burglaries in Edgemont and this year there have been a total of 12. This is compared to 15 in 2010 and 11 in 2009. We believe many of these incidents occurred in the early evening hours at homes that were dark with no lights on. In several of the burglaries, entry was made through an unlocked door. In other cases rear sliding doors have been broken to gain access. In some instances alarms were activated and the perpetrators still continued to enter the home. All have been on the west side of Central Ave. probably due to the larger areas of the property which hide the suspect from the street and other neighbors. Please note that a dark house with no lights illuminated can be a beacon to burglars so please consider using timers.

Burglaries have been prevalent in other areas of the town and many other communities in the County. Similarities with other jurisdictions have been established and we have been working closely with other departments, the Westchester County District Attorney’s Information Center and the Westchester County Police Crime Analysis Unit. We have developed information on several suspects about which I cannot go into details.

The Police Department has assigned additional resources to the area. These include marked and unmarked police units, some utilizing specialized technology such as mobile license plate readers that automatically read and capture the license plate numbers of all vehicles in the area. Notwithstanding what people may have heard about the Town’s financial problems, the department is devoting the full amount of resources it believes are necessary to address this matter including the allocation of on-duty personnel and the use of overtime resources.

The stationary license plate readers that I feel will be a helpful tool in investigating burglaries have been proposed on the 2011 Capital Budget. The Town Board will be voting on this budget the same time the 2012 budget is passed. In the interim I was able to procure two plate readers from the Westchester County District Attorney’s Office through a New York State Grant at no cost to the town. These cameras should be operational in several days. However, the cameras on the capital budget are still needed to be able to cover all the traffic lanes we feel are necessary.

A subject who attempted to commit a burglary last week in Hartsdale has been charged but there is no evidence at this time to connect him to any of the Edgemont burglaries. Also a potential burglary suspect has been identified who has committed burglaries in the Parkway Homes section of town.

What Citizens Can Do – There are a number of common-sense precautions residents can take to improve the safety of their homes:

* Always close and lock doors and windows when you leave your home, even if only for a few minutes.
* If you have an alarm, use it.
* When you are away during the evening hours, put lights and a radio or television on a timer or on multiple timers.
* Install a flood or spotlight that works on a motion sensor and which will illuminate back entrances to your home when triggered.
* Stop mail and newspapers from being delivered while you are away or have a neighbor pick them up daily for you.
* Undisturbed snow on a driveway or walk is an indicator that no one is at home. * Have a neighbor use his car to make tire tracks in the snow on your driveway and put footprints in the snow on the walk or better still, arrange for a neighborhood youth to clear it for you.

Report anything suspicious you see to the police. You are in the best position to know what looks out of place in your neighborhood. Some excellent leads have been provided by observant citizens. Report what you see using our general business number 682-5300. Of course, if you believe a crime is in progress or about to occur, dial 911. Your assistance can be instrumental in the apprehension of the person(s) responsible for these crimes. 

We believe that suspects will first attempt to determine if anyone is home by first knocking on the resident’s door. If you are home and anyone does come to your door and their reason sounds bogus do not hesitate to contact the police. Attempt to observe if a vehicle is being operated, the model and color. 

Residents who would like information on how to make their homes more secure or be involved in a neighborhood watch program should contact Police Officer Peter Dandreano of our Crime Prevention Unit at 682-5334 or pdanreano@greenburghny.com.

The Police Department is committed to bringing the individual(s) responsible for these offenses to justice. However, the lack of forensic evidence left by the perpetrator(s) has thus far left us without a prime suspect. We have experienced situations similar this in the past and they are always frustrating and usually resolve through information provided by an alert resident. I, therefore, ask for your continued support in not only helping to solve these particular offenses but to protect Edgemont against other potential criminal activity as well.

Joseph J. DeCarlo
Chief of Police

