



Dear:

I am writing to you as a member of the New York State PTA, a parent, and a tax payer.  I am extremely concerned by the financial burden put on our school district by the combination of the 2% Property Tax Levy Cap, reduced state funding, and the on-going application of unfunded and underfunded mandates.  I do not believe that it is in the best interest of the students of NY State to erode the resources of our local schools and undermine the local control of our own school districts. 

On January 17, 2012, Governor Cuomo unveiled his new education proposals as part of his Executive Budget. His education plan contains very costly unfunded mandates for our schools, while offering relatively little in relief.  One proposal would shift costs of pre-school special education and early intervention programs from the state and county to local districts.  Another would shift the costs of teacher disciplinary hearings from the state to local districts and unions.  Aid increases would be withheld in districts that cannot agree on teacher and principal evaluation plans by mid‐January, 2013.  While the Governor clearly feels that these measures will force some measureable form of progress, I am very concerned that these changes come at our children’s expense and in the long run will prove detrimental to the quality of education in NY State’s public schools.

With the 2% Property Tax Cap Levy, New York State essentially assumed control over state and local funding for our schools. Without mandate relief, overriding the cap will become a necessity unless districts make major cuts in staffing and educational programs.   Governor Cuomo recently claimed that he is the “Students Lobbyist” yet his education policies take precious resources from the students; money that could be spent on services, programs, and staff.  How is it in the students’ best interest to continue to create additional unfunded mandates even as our districts struggle under the restrictions of the tax cap and already existing mandates?   Who will be held accountable when the students of New York State are not having their educational needs met because of increasingly limited resources?  

As an active supporter of public education, I am asking for serious and relevant mandate relief now through funding for mandated educational programs and evaluation of mandates that do not affect the education of our students. We also ask for a discontinuation of any new mandates that are not fully funded by the state.  As school budgets continue to be devastated by costs beyond the districts’ control, we have an obligation to ask if our current policies are truly in our students’ best interest.  Thank you for your immediate attention to this very important issue.

Sincerely,


